FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Toledo Public Schools Foundation to award $117,500 in scholarships, grants, enrichment; 

Two Scott alumni honored posthumously for their compassion; Foundation gift honors the late William N. Thomas, Jr.

Toledo, Ohio, April 27, 2011… It is the highlight of the academic year for Toledo Public Schools. 

It is Salute to Scholars:  A Celebration of Learning, the annual banquet where 58 students and one educator will receive $117,500 in college scholarships, classroom grants, and student enrichment funds through the Toledo Public Schools Foundation. The event will be from 6-7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 10, at Gladieux Meadows located on 4480 Heatherdowns Boulevard.

The TPS Foundation, through the generosity of donors has awarded nearly $700,000 since its establishment in 1999 to enhance education and reward outstanding and deserving students and educators.  Included in this year’s total are:

* $103,250 in scholarships, including 14 new scholarships for 2010–2011; two memorial scholarships celebrating the lives of two Scott High School alumni whose lives ended far too early, 

Dr. Robert Brundage, Scott High School (’60), and Racole Hill, Scott High School (’86).

* A $1,500 gift in the name of William N. Thomas, Jr., toward the Sherman School Scholarship Fund.  Mr. Thomas, the late son of William N. Thomas, Sr., an attorney and a former Toledo Board of Education member, and Ruth (Roberts) Thomas, who was head of the Math Labs in Toledo Public Schools.  Mr. Thomas, Jr., graduated from Scott High School in 1964.  He earned degrees in Math and Physics from University of Michigan and taught at Edward Drummond Libbey High School and later at The University of Toledo, retiring on July 1, 2010.  He died January 13, 2011.  The gift will be placed with the Merrill A. Grant Sherman School Scholarship Fund for sixth graders.

* $5,250 for  “Let’s Move2:  Obesity-Prevention for Students” classroom grant for 2011–2012.

* $7,500 for “Arts for the Future,” a student enrichment fund to help students appreciate and produce art for 2011–2012.

“Thanks to our many donors,” Susan Zurawski, executive director of the Toledo Public Schools Foundation, said, “students and educators have boundless opportunities to further their academic and professional careers.”  “The TPS Foundation has grown every year in the number of scholarships and grants awarded and their monetary amount, testimony to the largesse of the greater Toledo community and its residents’ vision that a solid education begins right here at home.”

“Higher education remains the key to a better future for our young students by enabling them to reach their full potential, and private support is critical.  Our donors who lead by example and generosity want to help students to develop their dreams and provide them with the tools and skills needed to make those dreams come true.  Theirs is quite literally a gift of a lifetime,” states Deborah Barnett, president of the Toledo Public Schools Foundation.  “We take great pride in our students.  This is a positive and inspiring story for and about our students who have displayed wisdom, maturity, compassion, and a commitment to their futures.  As our students graduate, we hope they make a difference in our community and beyond,” concludes Ms. Barnett.

Tickets to this year’s Salute to Scholars are $50 per person, and can be purchased by contacting 

Susan Zurawski, Executive Director, at 419.535.6568.  Proceeds benefit the Toledo Public Schools Foundation’s annual fund to continue its mission.
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